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Thoughts of scenes in movie:  Son of God  [contains spoilers] 

Jesus 

 

The portrayal of Jesus was different than any I’ve ever seen.  This was a Jesus that was torn between the 

human side and the spiritual.  When the crowd of 5,000 started chanting “Messiah, Messiah” Jesus was 

concerned, surprised by it and shouted, “No! No! We are not a rebellion.”  My understanding of the Son 

of God is that He was both man and God therefore wasn’t really surprised at outcomes like the crowd.  

Of all the disciples, He first approached Peter, great scene of them in the boat.  You could see Peter’s 

faith grow with each word Jesus spoke.  Jesus then said “Follow me” when Peter asked about what they 

would do, Jesus responded with “to change the world.”  There is nowhere in scripture that talks about a 

‘changing of the world’ message but more of a changing of one’s heart.  Jesus came to save the world, 

not to change the world.  

When Jesus faced the crowd that was going to stone the prostitute He did not bend over and write in 

the sand, which I think is a powerful part of the story.  Instead He held up a stone and said “Anyone that 

has never sinned, throw the stone.”  The word ‘never’ changes what Jesus actually said.  

The recruiting of Matthew was so powerful and the first time my tears began to fall.   

This Jesus had premonitions, for example when Peter said “I will never deny you” Jesus with excitement 

hugged Peter and believed him.  Then Jesus received a premonition and pulled away saying “you will 

deny me three times.”  There was no authority, no rebuking of Satan, the producers and Biblical advisors 

missed a great opportunity to show the view that although a man, He was truly the Son of God. 

As Jesus carried the cross there was a flashback of the same crowd yelling and spitting on him waiving 

palm branches only a week earlier.  So moving and true to what He may have went through.   

Jesus in the film was weak.  As I mentioned earlier there wasn’t a lot of authority in His body language.  

After his beatings he looked defeated, you can hurt or be injured and still have a look about you that is 

appropriate for the task you have been asked to do.  That is how I picture Jesus.  He went through 

something for all of us that was painful, absent from God - His Father - but still fulfilled the requirement 

that was before Him.   His focus on the end game (victory through His suffering and death) is what gave 

Him the strength He needed to do what was asked of Him.  Again, this is how I picture Jesus after  40+ 

years of scripture reading, private schooling and multi weekly church visits. 

Nicodemus 

One of my favorite New Testament characters is Nicodemus.  The film presents a Nicodemus that at first 

was quite sinister in his evaluation of this so called Son of God.  The movie beautifully portrays a man 

that started with skepticism but eventually believed in what Jesus was saying.   In the movie it what 

Nicodemus that asked Jesus about paying taxes to Caesar for which Christ’s response of give Caesar 

what is Caesar and give God what is God’s that sparked Nicodemus to want to learn more about this 

fascinating man that was performing miracles.  
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Pilate and Caiaphas 

I loved the tension between these two authority figures.  They were both concerned with any type of 

uprising that would rock the current establishment.  Sometimes, I forget how important this is as part of 

the story.  There was a true concern that Jesus would start civil unrest.   

 

Judas 

A great moment in the film is when Judas is conflicted speaking to the High Priest.  Back and forth he 

went in trying to decide if he should reveal where Jesus would be so they could capture him.  His 

demeanor changed the very moment that he said “what’s in it for me.”  There was no ‘scary’ or 

‘supernatural’ moment but it was obvious that Satan had entered him.  

A twist that I didn’t think was necessary was the last Supper and Jesus almost forcing Judas to eat the 

bread portion of the supper.   Scripture talks about the one who dips his hand in my bowl, there was 

none of that in the film, it was the person that eats this piece of bread, then Jesus brought the bread to 

Judas’ mouth who at first tried to turn away but gave in and accepted his ill-timed fate.   My research of 

Judas is that he knew exactly what he was doing and had a wicked heart throughout his time with Jesus 

even stealing from the disciples bank of funds.  

 


